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Kyle Pernokes of Bowmanville, with his newly purchased ‘63 Monza coupe to restore.
Kyle is known for his excellent metal work and restoration of the ‘67 Fitch Sedan, it will
be nice to see this project progress.
Ed Bartlett

December/January Corvairiations

CORSA Christmas Dinner 2016
by Sheree Timmermans
On Saturday December 3rd, the club hosted the annual CORSA Christmas dinner. It was
held at the Willowdale Christian School in Toronto. It was a wonderful affair attended by
25 members. We all started arriving around 4 pm with the meal to be served at 5. The
hall wasn’t quite ready for us at 4 so we were invited to stay in the teacher’s lounge of the
school until it was. It was a great time as there were comfy chairs and sofas to sit on.
Everyone had a chance to chat and catch up on the events of the past few months… there
was lots of Corvair talk as was to be expected and lots of joking and trading of barbs, all
in fun of course. All too soon we were in the hall getting ready for a scrumptious 4
course buffet style meal. There was punch, tea & coffee. The first course was delightful
appetizers and then large bowls full of fresh salad. The meal was baron of beef and
roasted turkey along with all the trimmings. All were freshly made by Chef Steve and his
wonderful team. And there was no shortage of food. Everyone was welcomed to go up
and help themselves as many times as you liked. In fact, there was so much food we
were invited to take leftovers home with us. Dessert was a to die for Crème Brule
finished off with more tea and coffee. Lots of lively conversation throughout the evening
and our prez Ed Bartlett said a few words especially thanking events member Lloyd
Williams for his hard work in putting this great evening together as well as the other
members- John Oostdyke and Gerry Mosher. Special thanks also went out to Chef Steve
and his staff for such a memorable evening and delicious food. The evening finished up
with prize draws and some impromptu music provided by the very talented Nicholas
Oostdyke on piano.
All in all a great time, great food and great people. The executive and in particular the
events committee is already hard at work putting together this year’s Christmas party
and it is their hope that even more members will be able to attend this fun filled event!!
Can’t wait for it!

Prez Says
by Ed Bartlett January 2017
Hello fellow Corvair enthusiasts.
Hopefully your winter projects are well under way and your Corvair will be better than
ever for the spring.
In December we had a wonderful Christmas dinner in Thornhill. It was catered and the
food was great! We had more than 20 members there. Lots of discussion about Corvair
projects, purchases and even some discussion about importing a Corvair into Canada.
It was a great time, and was enjoyed by everyone.
In January we had our Swiss Chalet lunch. These are always very successful and we had
approximately 30 members in attendance. It was another great social visit to discuss
Corvair projects, and upcoming summer events and plans for warm weather cruising.
Our event schedule is pretty full this year. We have several of our traditional annual
events like Brad Hall’s Picnic, the swap meets at the Dean’s home in Brantford and the
Gray’s home in Oshawa. We have the annual Colour tour in Bobcaygeon in the fall and of
course a Christmas dinner.
However, thanks to our event committee, we have several new first time events. Some of
these are driving events that will encourage us to dust off our prize Corvair and take it
for a tour with other Corvairs. We are fortunate to have a very committed event
committee to work behind the scenes to come up with new and interesting events for us.
Special thanks to Lloyd Williams, John Oostdyke and Gerry Mosher for their hard work to
make sure 2017 will be another event filled, enjoyable year for Corsa ON members.
If you are on Facebook, please join our CORSA ON group. It’s a fairly active group and we
would like it to have even more activity. It’s a quick way for members to get in touch with
one another, post their projects, or just random interesting things about their cars and
the hobby.
Don’t forget about our website either www.corsaontario.com .
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and I wish everyone all the best in 2017.
Have you purchased a Corvair yet in 2017? I have.

Ed Bartlett - Corsa ON President

THE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE SERIES

Mike Dawson

This article addresses the “as long as it’s out” situation. The Corvair was designed to have
the engine and transaxle (the drivetrain) removed as a unit for major service operations.
Removing the engine with the transaxle in the car or removing the transaxle with the
engine in the car is a good way to break a differential snout or bend a shaft. And by the
time you finish this awkward procedure, you are within five minutes of having the entire
drivetrain out anyway.
With the drivetrain removed, check as many of the following as possible:
Manual Transmission Check disc thickness: .290 minimum (original GM was .320
squeezed with a caliper) - no grease! Check or replace pressure plate – use special bolts.
Install the disc with the correct side towards the flywheel. Rebuild flywheel if it is
original (No exception!), balance pressure plate on the flywheel - check centering and
ring gear. Use blue Locktite or sealer on flywheel bolts (TORQUE!).
Flywheel and converter bolts are different lengths, also be sure you use the reinforcing
ring on the manual flywheel. Change flywheel housing seal (use a Clark’s reproduction NOS seals leak)
Change pilot bushing every time the transaxle comes off, they take a wear set and will get
noisy if you try to reuse them. Pressure oil the bushing! Replace clutch shaft seal with
the proper size and change or repack the (correct) release bearing. Check for a straight
shaft and disc. Insert the shaft in the transaxle, add the disc and turn with the stub axles.
Lube the disc splines and the shaft splines.
If you separate the transaxle, check the internal splines in the differential pinion shaft
with a flashlight – they wear out first. Lube release bearing shaft, fork pivot, and fork
fingers. Check U-Joints and re-pack rear wheel bearings, chase the threads in
mounting holes. Check differential side seals, O-rings, shifter seal, and clean differential
vent.
This is also the time to replace or service items that are hard to do with the engine back
in the car, such as heater hoses, heater box and cables, blower motor, brake lines, gas
line connection, positive battery cables, harmonic balancer, engine seals, etc.

Automatic Transmission Check the flex plate carefully for cracks around the mounting
holes. Use blue locktite or sealer on flex plate bolts. Flex plate bolts are shorter than
flywheel bolts.
Replace converter housing seal and gasket – Use Clark’s reproduction as noted above.
Check converter hub bushing, polish seal area and replace the converter hub seal in the
differential. If you are correcting a leak, make sure the converter does not have a crack
around the hub area.
Adjust low band (loosen lock nut, tighten to 40 inch pounds and back off 4 full turns).
Replace governor seal, check vacuum modulator. Install a 1/8 pipe plug in the
converter for draining the fluid. A tech sheet is available for instructions. Clean the vent
on the back of the pump cover. See also the last three items as listed with the manual
transmission above.

Dave Binnie Tech Tip
Upper Corvair engine studs.
If you have ever worked on a Corvair engine and had to remove or install cylinder heads,
then you will likely know how troublesome the upper engine studs can be. This problem
of course has only increased as the cars age. When removing a cylinder head, many
times you are dealing with very rusty upper studs that can make removing the nuts a
real challenge! Sometimes the stud simply screws out from the block, and other times
the nut will come off and leave only the threads that the nut was covering, with the
outer threads having rusted away. In the case where the stud has remained, you are
likely still able to use that stud providing it will hold at least 10 lbs torque when an
installer nut is applied and the torque measured. If it cannot hold that level or higher, the
stud must be replaced. Loctite is an option, but it will cure lightning fast when all air is
out of the thread and the stud will lock solid. The stuff works well, but if it sets before the
stud has been screwed in all the way, getting it out again is near impossible! Ask me how I
know! Ha ha.. In the event that the stud simply unscrews with the nut when you try to
remove the nut, that stud will require replacement with the next size stud. If it's an
original stud that pulled, the .003 oversize is the best size to install. Only replace studs if
necessary! Once you know what you are doing with the studs, the next thing to do is
ensure the threads are free of and rust or debris. Running a die 3/8 24 will give you a
nice smooth glide when torquing the nuts. If the threads have rust or particles in the
grooves, you will have considerable trouble when torquing and there will be binding
which will make torquing accurately impossible. I suggest running the die over new studs
as well as I have had many that will bind when torquing. Always use light cutting oil when
doing so. Best of luck!

Parts/Cars for sale or Wanted:
Please email malibusled@hotmail.com with parts or cars for sale to be advertised here,
mass email and facebook.

●

I have 25 years of Corvair parts and a 65 Monza that needs
some work stored at Alan's place in Dunville. I am exiting
the hobby for financial reasons. My asking price is $5000.
Firm. Includes the car, some extra motors, Saginaw 4 speed
and a spare turbo motor. The car has not been operated in
a few years and I would proceed with the thought that it
will require a rebuild. The material would be have to be
removed from Dunville no later than Dec 31. If there is a
need for continued storage, that would be at the discretion
of Al and Monica. Call me to arrange a viewing of what I
have. Too much to list but I have some real nuggets. This is
a package deal, all or nothing. W.F. Garth Stapon Office
905-595-3772 Cell 289-233-2425
garth_stapon@praxair.com

●

I'm looking for a black front bucket seat (preferably left
but it doesn't matter) for my 66 Monza. Mine is coming
apart at the seams and I would like to find a replacement
before I have to get it recovered. T
 hanks........Erik Nielsen
vair66@rogers.com

●

On the way from Farmington Hills, before the engine succumbed
to bronchitis or pneumonia, the exhaust /muffler fell apart.
Earlier pictures showed this car, '63 coupe, with a dual exhaust,
possibly the Harley muffler iteration. Thinking ahead to April or
May an engine transplant is in the works. A newer working
exhaust is needed. Opportunity is knocking! So is the engine! I
like a quiet car and wonder just how much noise is produced in a
Harley exhaust system. Please express your opinions.

njimdl@gmail.com

CORSA Membership
Have you renewed your membership for 2017?
You should have received a renewal notice by email (from Gerry
Mosher – gmosher@fastmail.fm). If you didn’t receive it, or can’t
find it, you can send him an email, or you can complete the form
and send it with your cheque made out to CORSA ONTARIO. (The
cost has remained at $25.00 per calendar year for over ten years! )
Payment should be sent to Christian Timmermans. If you want to
send your payment electronically (Interac e-Transfer), please
contact Christian directly at bravotwosix@outlook.com or 705
374-4687 for specific instructions.
If you prefer to send a traditional cheque, please send it to:
Christian Timmermans
280 Blackbird Rd.
Lindsay, ON
K9V 4R1
Or SAVE POSTAGE – bring your payment to the next event.
CORSA Renewal Form
Your name:
__________________________________________
__
Date_________ Telephone ____________________
Spouse’s Name (or significant other):
_________________________
Amount Encl.._________ E-Mail ———————————————

Kyle Pernokes with his ‘63 Project

Ed Bartlett’s ‘65 Monza and Dawn Bartlett’s ‘64 Monza Convertible; Stored for winter.
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Corsa Ontario
Chapter of Corvair Society of America
The program committee encourages you to make suggestions to
help them provide interesting events. Contact any of the program
committee.
2017 Program:
Feb 19th (SUN) Lunch Swiss Chalet 7700 Bathurst Ave., Vaughan
13:00
Mar 18th (Sat) Sugar Bush Trek White Meadows Farms 2519
Effingham St.
St. Catharines, ON 13:00
Apr 8 (Sat) Tech Session: Spring To Do List. 253 Carlisle Rd,
Carlisle 10:00
May 27th (Sat) Swap Meet John Gray , Park Road South, Oshawa
10:00
June 10th (Sat) East Tour - Let's get out on the road and enjoy
our Corvairs!! East of Yonge Street - rural Ontario. Start at 401
& DVP circuit; lunch; return 10:00
June 24th (Sat) West Tour - Let's get out on the road and enjoy
our Corvairs!! West of Yonge Street - rural Ontario. Start at
401 & Trafalgar Rd. circuit; lunch; return 10:00
June 27 - July 1 CORSA International Convention,
Independence, MO
July 30th Car Show Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum,
Hamilton 9:00-4:00
Aug 12th (Sat) Picnic Brad Hall's 2:00
Aug 24-27 DACC Plymouth, MI
Sep 16th (Sat) Swap Meet Brantford 10:00
Oct 1st (Sun) Fall Colour Tour, Bobcaygeon, ON 10:00

Nov (Tentative) Nov 11th(Sat) Tech Session TBD 10:00

Corsa Ontario January Lunch

