
 

 

CORSA ONTARIO 

40TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

1973-2013 

“LOOKING BACK” 

 



What follows is a collection of members’ photographs.  Of course the cars are 
important but just as important are the people who have helped make Corsa 
Ontario a success for the past 40 years. 

The pictures are not in any particular order or pattern nevertheless I think you 
will enjoy seeing them and the memories they invoke.  This LOOKING BACK 
SCRAPBOOK is shared with you because members wanted to celebrate our 
40th anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to a 
long-time member 
who contributed 
his ideas, time and 
effort to Corsa 
Ontario: 

David Hughes 

1932-2012 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

This is Greg Crowell’s 
’60 Oshawa built 700 
coupe.  This 3 owner 
car has been in 
Oshawa all its life.  

It was originally a 
white car.   

Taken Oct. 2009 at 
our 50th celebration. 

Corsa Ontario member Peter 
Mills in Headingly, Manitoba 
has this Oshawa built 700 
sedan. 



 

 

 

Peter is the “president” of Corsa 
Manitoba which is certainly a 
subsidiary of Corsa Ontario! 

You can see the VIN below.  This 
was one of only three Oshawa 
built Corvairs that I was able to 
locate for the celebrations in 
2009. 

0236...in Florida 

1001...Headingly, Manitoba 

2641...Oshawa, Ontario 



 

 

 

East of Winterpeg, 
Chris and Charlene 
Dexter live in North 
Western Ontario. 

Kenora to be exact. 



 

 

It’s an anniversary 
and a cake would be 
nice? Yes. 

Why don’t we get 
the mayor to cut the 
cake? OK. 

John Gray is doing 
the honours at our 
50th Anniversary 
celebration of the 
unveiling of the 
Corvair. 

GM supplied the lot 
in Oshawa and put 
several new models 
on display. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His Worship, John Gray at the wheel 
of his fully restored Oshawa built 
Corsa convertible.  Looks like Dorai 
Isaac coming towards us.   

John’s car is now owned by Kevin 
Sharpe in Georgetown, Ontario.  John 
rescued this car from Montreal.  Brad 
Hall “torched” it back to life. 

 

Brad and 
Joanne 
arriving at 
the GM lot 
for the 50th 
anniversary 
of the 
“unveiling” 
of the 
Corvair. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, you do know this car.  
Proud young new owner is 
Dave Ellis standing by his 
purchase at Hershey, PA.  

 Father Phil Ellis brings this car 
to Corsa Ontario events in a 
bright coat of red paint. 

 

Proud owner Phil drove the 
coupe to a fall tech session 
at Dave Binnie’s Corvair 
Emporium in Carlisle.  
Attendance is good as the 
driveway is full.  

Cool weather and a cool car. 



 

 

The Ranch Rats are a sub 
group within Corsa 
Ontario.  This group has 
made a few trips to the 
Corvair Ranch near 
Gettysburg, PA.  Don 
Buchanan and Dick Dean 
are on the hunt. 

 

Dick Dean returned to the 
Corvair Ranch on another 
occasion for some 
Greenbrier seats. 

Grandsons Mac and Matt 
with “Grampa” checkin’ 
the details under the 
Rampside. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don, Dick, Phil Ellis, Jim 
Diell made up the Ranch 
Rat group.  Emails to Jeff 
the owner meant that 
many parts had been 
pulled and were waiting at 
the front office on arrival.  
We left on a Friday and 
over-nighted in York, PA. 

 



 

 

 

Some Concours 
Judges can stand 
while they work. 

Unit 6, operations at 
the convention in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
2010. 

 

Other judges get to lie 
down on the job.  Under 
carriage inspection on this 
’66 coupe is as difficult as 
it looks.  These young 
guys are on the job at 
Trillium ’96.  Looks like a 
U.S. plate. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ray Twist provided this picture of 
his Lakewood wagon.  It is a ’62 and 
appears to be waiting for an 
ownership transfer. 

 

Same ’62 wagon with its new 
owner Steve Hardy.  Ray 
Fallot is looking into the 
engine compartment of the 
’69 coupe in the background. 

Trillium, Oshawa, 1996 



 

 

 
Corsa Ontario 
Trillium Show, 1996 

Concours prep. 

 

Clouds overhead at 
Trillium ’96.  This 
Ultravan is not identified 
17 years later....trailer 
parking to the left. 



 

 

 

 

 
Corsa Ontario at Wilson Niblett 
Motors in Toronto.  Many Ohio 
cars attended.  This is the 
Concours inspection out front.  
A sign, not in this picture, 
welcomed the “Covairs.” 

 

Concours inspection 
at the other end of 
the front parking 
area. 



 

 

 

Covairs?  Maybe the 
sign man ran short of 
an R. 

We had a lot of help in 
the Concours from our 
Ohio friends.  Bob 
Norwalk’s white sedan 
one page back, the 
Carpenters and the 
Fallot's braved 401 to 
get there. 

Out back a People’s 
Choice style car 
display. 

Weather co-operated. 

Lots of fun. 



 

 

 

Mikk Jogi owns 
this ’64 Monza 
convertible 
museum piece.  It 
came from a 
private museum 
(’78-’05) with 
12,000 miles on the 
odometer.  Two 
subsequent 
owners made it 
roadworthy. 

 

Mikk purchased 
the car with 
16,000 miles 
showing.  Other 
than a weak fuel 
pump it ran 
flawlessly as it 
came with new 
carbs, brakes 
and tires.  Rear 
wheel bearings 
are on the to-do 
list for 2013. 



 

 

 

 

Mikk bought the car in 
the Lebanon Valley, PA 
in 2010. 

Unique taillights lenses 
appeared on the ’64 
only. 

See the wide whitewall 
tires to the left.  

Ignore the ’64 Rambler 
Classic sedan, owned 
since ’87. 



 

 

 

 

Tech sessions have been 
an important part of 
Corsa Ontario’s 
activities. 

Dave Binnie always 
volunteers to help out 
whether it is prepping or 
finishing a panel or some 
mechanical skill. 

Bill McFarling hosted 
some meetings in 
Keswick where we 
learned some of his 
techniques for the 
restoration of collectible 
cars. 



 

 

 

Kim Stankiewicz has hosted 
tech sessions in Kitchener at 
his place of business. 

He has shown us some 
commercial fluids that he has 
available.  We’ve found out 
that they work. 

Tag-team with Dave working 
to improve flow in a cylinder 
head and we almost go into 
information overload. 

Share and learn! 



 

 

 

 

Tech session at Dave 
Binnie’s garage. 

Dave Somersett is 
looking at the array of 
chemicals available for 
a restoration. 

Recognize Dorai Isaac, 
Jay Dover and Art 
Moore. 

Dave with spray gun is 
applying a primer to a 
Corvair door 



 

 

Tech session Nov. 
2009, at Dave Binnie’s 
garage. 

Needle greasing a rear 
wheel bearing. 

Intrepid Corsa Ontario 
members knocking 
back some high octane 
Tim’s coffee to flush 
down the Canadian 
Maple doughnuts. 

Al Augustine centre. 
Sometimes he takes 
notes! 



 

 

 

 

 

This ’61 Rampside 
was converted 
from a 4 speed to a 
powerglide.  The 
PG needed some 
TLC and Kim 
Stankiewicz used 
his magical elixirs 
and a machine to 
flush and then fill 
with a synthetic 
ATF. 

Results? 

Astounding! 



 

 

 

 

Dick and Judy 
Dean’s grandson 
Matthew is 
graduating grade 8 
so the whole class 
and some gr. 7’s 
joined in with Matt 
at the wheel. 

This ’64 Rampside 
was bought in 
Pawpaw MI and 
driven home. 

Rotator cuff 
damage didn’t sit 
well with the long 
reach to the shifter. 

Solution: see the 5th 
picture on from 
here. 



 

 

This Milton couple 
with the ’64 conv. 
are on their 
honeymoon and by 
luck and by golly 
parked beside Dick 
and Judy at Wahl’s 
burger joint in Avon, 
New York. 

The ’63 had 6901 
original miles when 
bought from Dave 
Binnie and now has 
34,000 miles.  
Dean’s 4th Corvair. 



 

 

 

 

A brace of Dean Vairs. 

’63 coupe is sitting 
high in the 
rear..engine? New 
Palomar paint is part 
of an “on-going” 
restoration. 

Randy Dean married 
Debbie and this ’60 
sedan made the 
wedding party. 

Judy drove this car for 
awhile.  Owned by the 
Dean’s a few times. 

See the Swap picture 
12 pages on. 

Memory says this car 
driven by Dave Binnie 
was called “Trixie”. 

A small fire at the 
Fathers’ Day show 
required some glasses 
of Kool Aid to squelch 
the carburetor fire. 



 

 

 

Both Rampsides on this 
page have undergone the 4 
speed to PG conversion. 

Dick Dean’s Ramp made it 
to Waubushene before the 
engine shut down. 

Jim Diell’s Rampside made 
a 100 mile round trip 
Burlington – Kitchener and 
it too needed another 
engine. 

Both are close to being self 
propelled this summer. 



 

 

 

 

Brad Hall’s reputation 
with a welding torch 
extends well beyond his 
Gamebridge, Ontario 
shop. 

Look closely at the 
“before” pictures in 
order to realize the 
extent of the repairs 
required on this 1962 
convertible. 

On the next page see 
the “after.” 



 

 

 

 

Compare the 
conv. above with 
the pictures on 
the previous 
page. 

Another project 
car, work in 
progress.  Now 
finished this 
turbo coupe has 
all new floors and 
new metal in the 
fenders and 
cowl. 



 

 

 

 

Above...Brad Hall and 
family enjoying the 
convertible on a sunny 
day in Gamebridge. 

Jarek Marcinkowski 
now owns this 
convertible.  He waited 
until Brad had worked 
more magic on all the 
areas that make this 
car special, just like 
Brad’s turbo 
convertible parked to 
the left. 

Poker Run, Aug. 2012 



 

 

 

August 2012, annual 
picnic at 
Gamebridge.  Jarek 
has organized the 
poker run and we 
are lined up at a 
marina near Orillia. 

Debbie Williams is 
chatting with a 
group before going 
inside to see large 
wooden boats 
under restoration. 



 

 

On the previous page you 
can see this Rampside in 
the “after” condition. 

The pictures here show 
just how much Brad Hall 
had to do to get this FC 
back on the road.  
Obviously it was a change. 

I believe that prior to 
Brad’s purchase this 
Rampside belonged to 
Dick Dean in Brantford.  
Dick brought it home from 
the U.S. 



 

 

 

 

 

Our annual picnic has 
been held at Brad’s 
home for nearly 30 
years.  Above picture 
shows a line up of 
Brad’s cars starting at 
the red convertible. 

Stan East needed 
Corvair wheels for the 
Poker Run.  Brad gave 
Stan a loaner.   

It was something simple 
but it needed a flatbed 
to get it home. 

See Jarek’s new home 
where we used to park 
for the picnic. 



 

 

 

 

This white 1960 coupe 
came to Ontario from 
Phoenix, Arizona.  It came 
under its own steam 
somewhat slowly but with a 
fuel pump breakdown, in 
June of 2002. I picked it up 
at the Flagstaff convention 
for Dave Binnie. 

Dave had this sedan 
shipped from Oregon a few 
years later.  The car 
arrived in Carlisle and 
decided to show its 
rejection of its new home. 

CAA to the rescue. 



 

 

 

 

Kate Diell arriving 
in her father’s ’64 
coupe.  Check the 
license plate. 

She was married 
to Andreas Rehm 
shortly after both 
photos were taken 
in Burlington in 
July of 2004. 

Kate’s first car 
was a 1967 
Corvair Monza 
coupe in a 
Corvette blue.  

Three point seat 
belts made the 
sale for her Dad. 



 

 

 

 

 

Corsa Ontario at 
Port Dover.  We 
took over a park in 
the downtown area. 

 

Another view in the 
park.  Many 
ventured out on foot 
and found some 
victuals in a windy 
outdoor restaurant 
patio. 



 

Swap Meet 2008 
Dick and Judy 
Dean’s 

Brantford 

 

Swap meet in 
Brantford, no 
year given.  
The green 
coupe centre 
right may have 
come from 
London. 



 

 

 

Brantford 
Swap Meet 

2005 

Jim 

Dick 

Stan et al. 

 

Oshawa 
Swap Meet 

2005 

Joe 

John 



 

 

 

A few years apart two 
views of the Dean 
swap meet. 

Joe Lawton is 
checking out a 
treasure before 
asking Dick for a 
friendly discount. 

The ’60 700 sedan is 
waiting for a buyer 
along the fence.   

Since the picture was 
taken the car sold 
and now sports a 
chrome yellow paint 
job.   



 

 

 

 

 

Engine 
rebuilding at 
M.M.Robinson 
High School. 

Rampside 
needs our 
skills...... 



 



 

 

 

Oshawa swap meet.  
Park’em anywhere. 

The lawn?  Go 
ahead.  Parts 
available inside and 
outside on the lawn. 

Some come with 
parts to sell. 

Many come for the 
social hour and to 
pick up ideas for 
their own ‘Vair. 

Is the pizza on the 
way yet? 



 

 

 

 

Impromptu tech 
sessions just 
happen.  Dave Binnie 
is showing Al 
Augustine just some 
of the finer points of 
his custom 
fabrication. blow 
through turbo. 

Photos this page 
from Ed Bartlett and 
taken at a swap 
meet at John Gray’s 
home in Oshawa 



 

 

New in 1959 these AC 
plugs were developed to 
meet the needs of a hot 
running Corvair engine. 

Hot running is about to 
take place in the picture 
below taken at Kawartha 
Downs early in 2012. 

The green Fitch Sprint is 
owned and driven by John 
Gray. 



 

 

 

 

Ed Bartlett in his 
yellow ’65 Monza 
is waiting in line 
for a run at 
Kawartha Downs. 

Kyle Pernokes is 
in his ’68 500, 
also waiting. 

No trap times 
were available.... 



 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Vallée is our 
Quebec member here 
schmoozing at Sturbridge 
with Ed Bartlett. July 2012 

John and Isabel Oostdyk 
drove their Rampside 
from Toronto.  You may 
recognize this FC as once 
belonging to George 
Turjanica. 

John is running on a 
replacement drive-train. 



 

 

 

Mary Jean is back seat 
driving at Sturbridge. 

Don is blindfolded and 
following Mary Jean’s 
clear and concise 
instructions.  This is 
not a new concept for 
Don. 

The idea is to instruct 
the driver so that the 
car stays in the lanes 
marked by water filled 
plastic bottles and 
completes the course. 

Points were awarded 
for shortest time and 
fewest excursions from 
the lane. 

How did they do? 

“No comment.” 

 



 

 

 

 

Are we ready for 
the banquet?  
Corsa Ontario 
members are 
chatting outside 
the Great Hall. 

Where’s the beef? 

Mosina McCulloch 
and Norma Diell 
are watching a 
speaker at the 
podium. 



 

 

I believe this yellow coupe 
belongs to Lloyd and Debbie 
Williams.  It was 
photographed on the lot at 
the Sturbridge Convention. 

Mary Jean is reacting to 
some bon mot that Don has 
shared with the table of eight 
at the banquet. 



 

 

 

Good friends at the 
banquet.   

We were able to 
avail ourselves of the 
open bar and find 
our table. 

Conversations were 
animated.  Behind us 
there was a large 
screen video of Jay 
Leno welcoming us 
to the convention.  
What a novel idea! 

Hemmings Motor 
News provided an 
editor as the keynote 
speaker.  He was 
interesting and 
entertaining and 
kept us focussed on 
his Corvair 
experiences.  Didn’t 
miss a word. 



 

 

John Oostdyk is not 
going to move until he 
figures out how 
another owner solved 
a drive-train problem. 

Dick Dean, Kevin 
Sharpe and Ed Bartlett 
are debating some 
Corvair solutions.  

The lubricant helps the 
discussion. 



 

 

 

 

Sturbridge, MA 
July 2012.  
Vehicles are 
participating in 
one of the rolling 
competitions—
maybe the Rally. 

Lloyd Williams 
yellow coupe left, 
John Oostdyk’s 
Rampside, right. 

Pete Wilhelm is chatting 
with Lorne Martin about 
his Corvan restoration.  
Sadly, Lorne didn’t get 
to finish his project. 



 

 

 

 

Monika Augustine with 
two new babies. 

1971, 2 years before 
the Club was formed 
and Augustine’s have 
taken delivery of a 
1969 Monza coupe. 

Years later now on the 
shore of Lake Erie 
another 69 Monza has 
arrived. 

Augustine’s have 
campaigned the grey 
coupe in the Cole 
competition. 



 

 

 

 

The email explains 
some of the details 
gleaned from the 
VIN on Augustine's 
69 coupe. 



 

 

 

 

 

Monika and Al have 
this ’64 Monza 
convertible originally 
from California. 

Jim Burkholder 
transported the car 
from CA to FLA and, 
unfortunately died 
following a plane 
crash.   

When the estate was 
settled, Monika and Al 
purchased two cars, 
which were in Lake 
City and now are at 
home near Port 
Maitland. 



 

 

 

Lucio and Sandra 
Palazzo now live in 
Hamilton.  They 
brought their ’64 
coupe from 
California. 

Yakov is keeping 
the family Corvair 
at home in 
Thornhill. 



 

 

 

 

When Bruce McRitchie 
was a member of Corsa 
Ontario he invited us to 
hold a meeting at an 
airport he managed 
near Welland.   

It was a cold and soggy 
day but John McCulloch 
in his coupe, and Jim 
Diell in the sedan joined 
Bruce’s conv. on the 
apron. 

The ’65 sedan is being 
air cooled- see wind 
sock. 



 

 

 

 

Cruze night in Parry Sound. 

Phil Ellis drove up from 
Burlington and joined us at 
the Island Queen dock. 
(red coupe) 

Phil borrowed a distributor 
and found 25+ hp for the 
trip home. 

Lower photo, George 
Turjanica (Rampside) 
travelled from 6 Mile Lake 
to join my ’64 coupe on 
display with the Parry 
Sound Cruzers. 



 

 

 

 

Corsa Ontario 
Corvairs at Camp 
Borden. 

Mikk Jogi observes 
that all of the vehicles 
in the top picture 
have rear engines. 

’68 coupe, Glenn and 
Vicky Porter, 
Waterloo, Ont., white 
conv. the Baillie’s 
from Orangeville. 

While in the Grey and 
Simcoe Foresters I 
drove Sherman tanks 
with 2 Cadillac flat 
head V8’s in the rear 
compartment. 



 

 

 

 

(2012) Happy hour (lunch) at 
the Pearl Street Cafe, Niagara 
Falls, New York.  We were 
prepping for a tour of the 
Pierce Arrow Museum not too 
far south of here. 

Left, the Baillie’s, Stan East, 
right, Mary Jean, Don, Phil Ellis 

Lloyd looks a little fuzzy in the 
picture but that is a soft drink in 
the blue glass. 

The craft brewery on site made 
an excellent honey lager so I 
will return for a re-run. 



 

 

 

 

A Pierce-Arrow 
bus from the ‘20s. 

Front shocks are 
unique, made by 
Westinghouse. 

Turn-out for the 
lunch and tour was 
higher than 
expected.  
Passports were all 
in order. 



 

 

 

1931 Pierce 
Arrow with the 
distinctive 
headlights. 

The PA cars 
were all massive 
machines, 
larger and 
heavier than the 
picture 
suggests. 

Pierce Arrows 
were made in 
Buffalo. 

Period costumes 
and memorabilia 
were an integral 
part of the 
museum. 

Mary Jean, 
Norma and Meryl 
are comparing 
notes. 

Elsewhere in the 
museum we 
found 2 Corvair 
engines on 
display. 



 

 

 

 

DACC Homecoming, 
Plymouth, MI, 2011. 

Entering the Porte 
Cochere at the 
Clocktower Inn is 
VAIRFORCEONE as it 
was selected in the top 
25 Peoples’ Choice 
award drive-through. 

Cheering:  

Mosina and John 
McCulloch, Norma 
Diell, Dick and Judy 
Dean, John Oostdyk 
with hat in hand. 



 

 

 

Above, 66 140 Corsa 
coupe John 
McCulloch. 

Below Bill Fenemore’s 
coupe. 

Both on display at the 
Homecoming in 
Plymouth, MI, August, 
2011. 



 

 

 

GM Heritage 
Center in 
Detroit.  Are 
there any 
miles on this 
’69 Monza 
conv.? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

In 1988 Dave 
Binnie contacted 
the  Carter Chev. 
Dealer in 
Hamilton.  They 
were celebrating 
their 25th 
Anniversary.  
Maurice, “ Mo” 
Carter  turned 
the show idea 
over to one of his 
managers and 
basically said 
make it happen.  

 It did.  

We had a 
showroom to fill 
with Corvairs, a 
service area to 
fill as well and 
food to your fill. 

Jim Page, John Gray? C. Peck and a 
nonchalant David J. Binnie in a 
resale red Corsa Ontario shirt. 

No cell phone, pagers in ’88. 

Ian Harvey surveying the 
showroom.   

Jim Diell’s 23,000 mile ’64 
Monza coupe in Adobe 
Beige. 



 

 

 

Corsa Ontario 
members flooded 
the dealership with 
Corvairs. People 
everywhere. 

Is Jay Dover in a 
blue jacket? 

Perhaps that is 
Betty Robertson 
blue jacket (and 
purse)? 

The red ’64 conv. 
belonged to Mo 
Carter himself.  
Moe raced with 
Don Yenko. 



 

 

 

Ian Harvey is out 
front chatting to 
another Corsa 
Ontario member.  
Dave Binnie 
suggested he was a 
member from 
Ottawa. 

Carter Square was 
sold when Mo 
retired and moved 
to B.C. 

Rob James at the 
wheel in a slalom 
race in St. 
Catherines about 
1990.   

Lew Halstead is to 
the right side rear. 

Lew---Elvira! 



 

 

 

Somebody find the keys ‘cause 
it’s getting cold out here. 

Dundurn Castle, April 2012 

No John, they are not for sale even 
though they are low mileage 
originals.  (GM Heritage Center) 



 

 

 

Oshawa 2006, Corvairs 
gathered prior to the 
2006 Convention, in 
Buffalo, at the Holiday 
Inn, Oshawa. 

Flames on the wagon 
identify Jay Dover’s 
ride emblazoned with 
son Tyler’s artwork. 

Is the yellow coupe Tom 
Liszt’s? 



 

 

 

Corvair Days – a label 
Ray Twist used to title 
his photos of the 
Oshawa 2006 
gathering. 

Jim Diell and Dave 
Hughes chatting. 

64 coupe was used to 
transport a load of 
items on to Buffalo. 
This low mileage car 
was later sold to Pete 
Wilhelm in Beamsville. 

Mileage?  Approx. 
33,000. 



 

 

 

Buffalo 2006, Phil Ellis 
had the Adam’s Mark 
hotel turn on the 
fountains for this 
cover page style 
picture. 

Dorai Isaac, Pete 
Wilhelm, Dick Dean, 
Al Kidd and his son 
enjoying the car 
display and Concours 
in a park beside the 
Niagara River. 

Wasn’t able to identify 
the gentleman behind 
Al’s hat.  Sorry. 



 

 

 

Clarification of 
instructions.   

Al Kidd is at the 
wheel and ready to 
go...Pete Wilhelm is 
at a check point on 
the Econorun. 

 

George Turjanica’s 
’63 turbo 
convertible on the 
display field.  Wet 
weather had this car 
misfire 
intermittently. New 
wire from distributor 
to coil solved the 
problem.  

Gary Swiatowy of 
the NFCC had the 
needed wire. 



 

 

 

 

Banquet hall 
Buffalo, 2006. 

Canada Day 
conventioneers 
are enjoying the 
Canadian cuisine 
at the tables. 

See the line-up in 
back. 

Phil is checking 
out Don Filkin’s 
Corvair limo in 
the car display 
at the Buffalo 
Convention.  
The interior 
was done in 
blue velour. 

Don lives in the 
Cincinnati area. 

Behind the limo 
is “El Cormino”. 



 

 

 

Sandie, Phil and 
Carol,   Pete Sandie 
and Carol. 

Canada Day tables 
are ready and the 
hoards are in line 
waiting for the 
distinctly Canadian 
food items to be 
sampled. 

Special aprons 
made by Judy Dean 
(I think) identified 
the workers at this 
hospitality event. 

Great work gals and 
guys. 



 

 

 

The baggage rack on 
the ’64 coupe came 
from the later version 
of Monza made ’75-’80 
based on the infamous 
Vega. 

The Adam’s Mark 
banquet hall.  Dave 
and Rosemary and 
crew have set up a 
Canada Day.  Maple 
syrup on everything! 

Line-ups were long. 
Supplies ran out.  
Many thanks heard 
and "What a great 
idea.” 



 

 

 

Canada Day 
hospitality with the 
Corsa Ontario 
banner showing the 
way. 

To the right, out of 
sight, is Clark’s 
Corvair parts.  Cal 
said to me that they 
had sales beyond 
all expectations at 
this convention. 

 

Clean interior of my 
’64 coupe.  Few 
options when new, 
padded dash 
added, AM/FM 
came from a period 
Cadillac, and an 
NOS floor mat. 



 

 

This is the 
original 4 Clubs 
Team. (about 
2000). 

We met in Batavia 
NY probably a 
Denny’s 
restaurant. 

Everyone had 
respect for 
others on the 
team and that is 
why it worked so 
well in the early 
years. 

 

Only one picture of 
the Corsa Ontario 
excursion to the 
Streetcar museum 
in North Halton. 

Father Dave Binnie 
and a young son, 
Devin checking out 
a Radial car. 

Devin is almost 
finished university. 

Tempus fugit. 





 

 

 

Cavemen, Caveman a 
term that applies to 
the 1960 model only. 

Some say that the 
Concave grill area of 
the 1960 model 
identified the source 
of the term. 

The “Scrapbook of 
1960 Corvairs” 
suggested that Dave 
Binnie accused Pete 
Koehler of being a 
Caveman because of 
his love of the 1960 
models. 

Open a Canadian, 
discuss this issue. 

Repeat, Re-Pete. 



 

 

Corvair powered dune 
buggy owned by Jay 
Dover and later Dorai 
Isaac.  VW chassis out 
front.  110 hp out back 

Corsa Ontario joined 
the Ultravan Club on 
a trip around Lake 
Ontario. 

We met them at the 
50 Point 
Conservation Area. 



 

 

Corsa Ontario likes a wine 
tour now and then. 

Picture taken at the Tawse 
Winery. 

Four Corvairs are in the 
lane waiting as Phil Ellis 
leaves the front entrance 
to join up in the convoy. 

 

Another tour this 
time July ’09 and 
the folks at 
Gretsky’s Winery 
made us feel 
welcome. 

Photo op. with 
Dave Binnie’s ’62 
convertible.  This 
car now resides 
in London, Ont. 



 

 

 

Tawse Winery 
Dick’s Rampside 
is waiting for 
Judy at the front 
door. 

This ’61 Corvan 
wasn’t able to 
make the wine 
tour.  It was at 
Brad Hall’s 
empty lot 
waiting for the 
vultures to pick 
more parts. 

In the end very 
little was in 
condition to use 
on another 
vehicle. 



 

 

 

Yes, Columbus 
Ohio, 1996.  
John Gray at 
the wheel 
pushing the 
coupe around 
the slalom 
course in the 
hotel parking 
lot. 

In the 2nd photo 
a mini Monza is 
on the same 
course piloted 
by the famous 
Corvair 
professor, 
Larry Claypool. 

 

Honey, I shrunk the 
Monza.... 



 

 

 

Ray Twist bought the ’65 
Corsa coupe in these 
pictures.  It was (mist?) 
blue when new with 
optional “mag” style 
wheel covers. 

Above, John Gray is auto-
crossing the same car, 
now maroon, location 
unknown. 

The picture on the next 
page shows the same car 
with different wheels and 
a chin spoiler. 



 

 

 

Provenance: 

Ray Twist sold to 

John Gray sold to 

Dave Binnie sold to 

Randy Dean 

 

A scanned Polaroid 
photo. Dated fall 1980. 

With the 1960 700 
coupe are a bearded 
Dave Binnie on the right 
and John Gray on the 
left. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good ol’ boys at a swap 
meet in Oshawa. DEgo 
on the left chatting with 
Mr. Ultravan himself, 
Norm Helmkay.   

In the second photo 
Dave Hughes has joined 
the exchange of war 
stories and John 
McCulloch is watching. 

I believe that a large 
white van from 
Brampton brought the 
array of rubbermaids 
filled with Corvair parts 
from many a pick and 
pull session. 



 

 

The father of  the Corvair, Ed. Cole. 

Time cover, Oct. 3, 1959. 

 



 

 

 

Denver convention 2011.  
One of the tours took us to 
the Air Force Academy. 

An older B 52 mounted on a 
pylon along an entrance 
road. 

On another day we rode the 
funicular to Pike’s Peak. 

It’s 1997 and the ’63 
convertible is in Burlington 
ready for the drive to Lake 
Placid.  

 Dave Binnie and I entered 
the econo-run and managed 
52 mpg.   

Eldon Dahl won (again.) 



 

 

 

Jim Diell’s 1963 
Monza coupe on the 
Olympic track at Lake 
Placid, NY.   

We were to clean the 
undercarriage 
despite the 
“moisture” on the 
concrete. 

Bruce Webster had 
completed much of 
the work on the 
convertible before 
the convention. 



 

 

 

Lake Placid was well 
attended by Corsa Ontario 
members because it was so 
close. 

One of the events was a 
large parade down the main 
street.  You can see the 
proud Canadian flags. 

 The Pressons are riding in 
the back of Dorai Isaac’s ‘64 
convertible. 

R Vair2 is the plate on the 
white coupe...need the name 
of the owner.  Found it! Dick 
Dean. 



 

 

 

Concours day 
afternoon and a 
lot of water has 
evaporated.  I had 
to drive the car to 
a dry area where 
the dry judges 
were located. 

Below, another 
Corsa Ontario car 
in the main street 
parade. License 
appears to say 
“STICKE”. 



 

 

 

Christmas Dinner at 
the Augustine’s on the 
shores of Lake Erie, 
2011. 

Warm and 
comfortable in Al’s  
natural gas heated 
garage approximately 
40 are chowing down. 

  Smiles everywhere! 

At one point we had to 
herd the gawkers 
back from the barn 
where they were 
looking over Al’s 
projects.  Monika was 
busy organizing the 
food.   

Thanks Augustine’s 
from everyone. 



 

 

 

Christmas 
Party 2012. 

Joyce 
Stankiewicz, 
Iris Harvey 
and Wynn 
Cushman are 
waiting for 
the food to 
be warmed. 

 

Everyone is 
focussed on the 
draws for the give-
aways. 

Choose a number 
between two and 
four...shouldn’t be 
hard should it? 

December, and a 
Corvair was driven 
to the party. 



 

 

Christmas 2012, 

Sisters in law, 
Isobel Oostdyk and 
Debbie Williams 
(hostesses). 

Judy Dean is 
listening to John 
Kosch telling a 
fascinating story. 

The house was full! 



 

 

 

Christmas 
parties.   

Above at 
Augustine’s I 
believe with 
Mark Guy, Brad 
Hall, Joanne, 
Bonnie and Mary 
Jean. 2008? 

I think the lower 
photo was taken 
at Dean’s in 
Brantford, 
2007? 

Hughes, Easts, 
McCullochs. 



 

 

 

Whitby Dyno Day. 

Where’s the print-
out? 



 

 

 

April 2005, Corsa 
Ontario was putting 
Corvairs on the dyno at 
Mike Diell’s Motorsports 
shop. 

Above, my 64 coupe 
with a rebuilt 95hp 
engine and powerglide. 

Some speculative 
discussions prior to the 
dyno pulls. 

Phil Ellis’ 110hp coupe 
was on the dyno as well 
even though its 
odometer showed over 
100000 miles. 



 

 

 

 

You can see the 
print out from DL 
Motorsports in 
Burlington. 

Without a tune 
up this 95hp 
coupe was 
strapped down 
for several  runs. 

Look at the drop 
off near the 4200 
rpm on the chart. 

Max hp 68.5 net 

Max torque 110.1 
ft. lb net at the 
rear wheels.  

Factory numbers 
were somewhat 
optimistic. 



 

 

 

Not sure how this picture was composed but you can 
see this on our website in the photos section.  On the 
next page is a picture of the replica arrow in the museum 
hangar along with a note about getting a car/Arrow 
photo.  The (Downsview) museum was closed.  Where is 
this replica now? 

Dave Hughes was a member of the museum and did the 
ground work for some Corsa Ontario meetings there. 

Rene is probably the only Corsa Ontario member that 
still has his Corvair from the day it drove off the 
showroom floor.  C’est un record, felicitations, Rene. 



 

 

Toronto Aerospace 
museum at 
Downsview.  The 
Arrow is a replica. 

At a later show the 
Arrow was outside 
for a $10 photo op. 
with your car and 
the arrow in the 
same picture. 

The Roundel is on 
the side of the 
Mynarski Lancaster 
bomber. 

Valve covers on a 
Packard Merlin 
were stamped 
Maytag. 

Kim is paying close 
attention to our 
tour guide. 



 

 

Corsa Ontario at 
the Canadian 
Warplane Museum 
in Mt. Hope. 

Our guide Ed 
Lowry had stories 
about the planes 
and about 
Corvairs as he 
was a former 
Corvair owner and 
competitor 

Despite the musty 
moldy air in the 
museum in Oshawa 
Rosemary Hughes 
has put on a brave 
face and presents a 
running 
commentary on one 
of the exhibits. 

Mary Jean is 
catching her breath 
on the bench. 



 

 

Corsa Ontario 1976 

Ray Twist provided 
these photos taken 
at the Kelso 
Conservation Area 
just outside Milton, 
Ont. 

Sorry no identifiers 
of cars or people. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Ranch Rat Don 
Buchanan saw the 
potential in this ’63 
convertible and said “I 
almost bought this one.” 

Frank Polgar in Oshawa 
says there is no 
potential here and is 
hauling a melange of 
metal off to the scrap 
yard in Oshawa. 



 

 

 

Iris and Ian Harvey 
organized the 
Tillsonburg Tour in 
2011.   

The local airport is 
called “The Home of 
the Harvards.” See 
#16 deep in the 
hangar. 

Left, Ian tagged along 
leaving Iris back 
home chilling the 
wine. 

Some of the crowd 
waiting for the tour. 



 

 

 

Tillsonburg—the Harvey’s 
are hosting a barbeque. 

 Lots of conversations with 
stories.   

Corvairs parked back by 
the trees. 

Virginia, Bill, Joyce and 
Laura in the shade. 

 

Pete, Sandie, Carol, Phil 
and Don chatting.  No 
plates in sight yet but the 
burgers did come along 
and were delicious. 

Out of sight by the garage 
was the wine table. 

Reisling?  Of course. 



 

 

 

Bill Fennemore’s 
Rampside was 
purring like a kitten 
at Homecoming 
2012. 

Many tech’s tuned 
the Rampside to 
16deg. BTDC, 
balanced carbs and 
other tweaking. 

Mine next? 

 Puleese? 

Sun is down, 
tide is out, 
people 
gathered 
‘round---Laura, 
Don, Jim, Mary 
Jean, Norma. 

Later the group 
neared 25 
people. 



 

 

Bayview Hill Rec. 
Centre.  Corsa 
Ontario has had its 
winter meetings here 
for several years. 

Nine stalwarts are 
listening to Kim 
Stankiewicz’ 
presentation. 

He has brought a lot 
of materials for the 
members to look at. 

Beside the manual is 
a distributor.  
Explanations are on 
the chart. 



 

 

 

This red ’68 Monza 
conv. was for sale at 
the Detroit 
Homecoming in 
August of 2012.  It 
was sold by Corsa 
Ontario member Rob 
Nickles to Bill and 
Joyce Stankiewicz.  
The car was owned 
by Dick Shenk. 

This ’65 Spyder came 
from California in 
Sept. 2008.  Kim and 
Sue Stankiewicz 
drove it home on Rte. 
66 for their 20th 
anniversary. 

Kim is also working 
on a LM coupe 
concours restoration 
in black. 



 

 

 

Sheree and Christian 
Timmermans bought this 
Rob Nickles car Oct. 31, 
2011.  It is a ’62 700 coupe 
with a 102hp engine and 
PG. 

The car was built in 
Oakland, CA and sold to a 
Mr. Self.  Christian believes 
that he is the 5th owner. 

Yes that is snow beside the 
car.  It is Jan. 2013 and it 
has just been washed and 
waxed. 



 

 

 

Proudly, Christian 
displays the WINNER 
certificate, chosen in 
the top 25 Peoples’ 
Choice DACC 
Homecoming August. 
2012. 

A Corsa convoy used 
the ferry at Sombra, 
Ont. to enter the U.S. at 
Michigan City. 

It was the 
Timmerman’s first 
Corvair Event. 

 



 

Pictures above and next page courtesy of Iris Harvey.  Fathers’ Day 1988 mall 
show, Iris is standing between a beige ’64 coupe and Rob James 500 sedan. 

There were approximately 10 Corsa Ontario cars on display.  

 



 

Bayview Village Mall Corsa 
Ontario’s Fathers’ Day show.  
Ian Harvey is standing beside 
the poster given to each of the 
participants. 

The Harvey’s still own the low 
mileage 500 coupe seen in the 
pictures on this page. How low? 

Just ask Iris...... 



This is the poster given to each of the participants in the 
Bayview Village Mall show in 1988. 

 

  



Robin was Corsa Ontario Prez in 1988.   

 



 

 

Bragging Rights. 

Pete Wilhelm with his plaque 
from the Welland Last 
Chance Car Show, his ’68 
came in the Top Ten. 

2nd place..Corsa Ontario Fall 
Rally 1994 Jim Diell in a ’63 
Monza sedan. 

Rally organized by John 
Inglis. OK, OK John did ride 
with Norma and me for part 
of the rally but I completely 
deny that his being in the car 
had absolutely anything to... 



 

 

 

1969 Corvair VIN 
5999, second to 
last Corvair built 
May 14, 1969 
donated to CPF 

Displayed here 
at the Atlanta, 
GA convention. 

If you thought 
that the ’32 
Packard twin six 
7 passenger limo 
really doesn’t 
belong here look 
at the ’63 Monza 
sedan sitting 
beside it at a 
Cruze night in 
Parry Sound. 

Pete Koehler 
bought the 
Corvair sedan in 
Buffalo in 2012. 

 



 

 

 

Dave Binnie owns 
this postcard 
perfect ’61 coupe. 

I believe he is the 
second owner. 

Corsa Ontario 
Corvairs outside 
a GM plant in 
Oshawa.  Green 
’60 sedan is the 
oldest known 
Oshawa Corvair. 

Dave Binnie may 
have brought this 
car to the meet. 

00236 is now in 
Florida. 



 

 

 

It’s June of ’93 
and the owners 
are out front for 
the photo op. 

Waving is Dave 
Presson. 

The whole line-
up.   

Left car, Dave 
Presson. 

2nd car may be 
Ray Twist’s. 

3rd car may be 
Brad Hall’s. 



 

 

 

ER KUL 6 has to 
be Dorai Isaac’s 
Monza 
convertible, top 
down for an 
appraisal. 

Cathy and Eric 
Carstensen 
arriving in 
Creemore, Ont. 
for the brewery 
tour arranged 
by John Inglis in 
2011. 



 

 

 

John Oostdyk 
with his ‘63/’64 
rat rod also in 
Creemore. 

Cylinder heads 
have “Singh” 
grooves cut into 
the combustion 
chambers. 

Leader of the 
Creemore 
Convoy is John 
Inglis in his ’64 
Spyder coupe. 

It was a beautiful 
fall day for the 
fall colour tour. 



 

 

 

 

So we are in the 
brewery.  Why 
am I the only one 
with a sample in 
my hand? 

Good tour and 
good brew. 

John Jaques bought this 
partially restored ’63 
coupe from Dave Presson 
and completed the needed 
work. 

License says My Age, so, 
was he born in ’63 or....see 
next picture. 



 

 

Lots of Corvairs but no 
label to indicate where 
and when this was taken. 

There’s that MY AGE 
plate again now on a ’65 
Corsa coupe. 

John lives in B.C. if 
someone wants to be 
bold and ask for some 
clarification.  Is he 50 this 
year or 48? 

Corvair 
powered 
Gamma 
Goat from 
the U.S. 
military. 



 

 

 

’61 and ’63 Corvairs 
purchased new by Ray 
Twist. 

Purchase agreements 
are on the next two 
pages. 



 





 

 

 

 

Bay State Corvairs 
teams with Cal Clark 
and runs an open 
house at Clark’s 
Corvair Parts in 
Massachusetts, 
alternate years. 

In 2008, 9 Corsa 
Ontario members 
made the week-end 
trek for the one day 
show. 

Many Corvairs on 
site and one or two 
beauties for sale.  A 
cardboard Ralph 
Nader welcomed us 
at the end of the 
driveway. 

Dick Dean and his 
“Humanoid” friend 
made from Corvair 
parts. 



 

 

VAIRFORCEONE at 
Otter Lake, 
Thanksgiving, 
2012. 

The picture of 
Norma and Jim 
Diell was taken for 
the article in Old 
Autos, Mar. 4, 
2013. 

Front seats came 
from a Japanese 
donor car and have 
been re- covered in 
new vinyl.  The 
centre console did 
have an outline 
map of Texas when 
it came into 
Ontario in 2002.  
Norma found a 
Maple Leaf symbol 
on line.  

Quilt stuffing gives 
it a raised contour. 



 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Al and Monika Augustine 

Ed Bartlett 

Dave Binnie 

Don Buchanan 

Dick and Judy Dean 

Norma and Jim Diell 

Phil Ellis 

John Gray 

Brad Hall 

Iris Harvey 

Mikk Jogi 

Al Kidd 

Jarek Marcinkowski 

Isobel Oostdyk 

Kim Stankiewicz 

Ray Twist 

Pete Wilhelm 

 

LOOKING BACK 
On 40 Years of Corsa Ontario 



 

 

 

 

Above:  A large group of Corsa Ontario members gathered at Brad Hall’s 
home for an annual picnic many years ago. 

The club has gained and lost many members over the 40 years and each 
member has contributed in some small way by joining in, organizing an 
event, photographing the activities, bringing a dish to pass and 
supporting others in the club with parts or technical know-how. 

Vairiations/Corvairiations has been the glue helping to bring us together 
by keeping us informed.  At one time the newsletter was produced by 
mimeo, gestetner, professional printers and now by home computer word 
processing.  Pictures have progressed from B/W to Polaroid’s to J pegs. 

We are part of the car culture and will continue to enjoy the hobby and 
share the travel and social interactions by restoring and driving our 

CORVAIRS. 
 

Jim Diell, 2013  


